The following two short forms of service approved by
the Church of England and the Roman Catholic
Churches respectively for the Burial of the Dead at
Sea, either whole body or ash scattering.

Protestant service

MASTER: Let us pray.

We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of
the Lord.

PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing, He shall feed me in a
green pasture, and lead me forth besides the waters of comfort.

He shall convert my soul; and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness,
for His Name's sake.

Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me; thou
hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. But thy loving
kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever.

MASTER: For as much as it hath pleased Almighty God to take unto himself
the soul of our dear brother/sister here departed, we therefore commit
his/her body (ashes) to the deep in sure and certain hopes of the
Resurrection to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(The body is then lowered into the sea, or the ashes are scattered)
I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me: from henceforth blessed are

the dead which die in the Lord; even so saith the Spirit; for they rest from
their labors.



Let us pray.

Most merciful father we beseech thee of thine infinite goodness to give us
grace to live in thy fear and love and to die in thy favor, that when the
judgment shall come we may be found acceptable in thy sight through the
love of thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESENT: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed by Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. Amen.

MASTER: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.



A short form of Roman Catholic Service from the Catholic
Seafarers Prayer Book 1977

MASTER: Let us pray.

It is our solemn duty to commit to the sea this mortal body (these ashes).
As we do so, we call trustfully upon God from whom all creation has life. May
He in due time, by His power, bring to resurrection with all the saints, the
body of this our brother /sister, may God unite his/her soul with those of all
the saints and faithful departed, may he/she be given a merciful judgment,
so that redeemed from death, freed from punishment, reconciled to the
Father, carried in the arms of the Good Shephered, he/she may deserve to
enter fully into everlasting happiness in the company of the eternal King
together with all the saints.

(There follows a short period of silent prayer)
DE PROFUNDIS

From the depths I call to you Lord, Lord listen to my cry for help!
Listen compassionately to my pleading!

If you never overlooked our sins Lord,
Lord, could anyone survive?

But you do forgive us;

And for that we revere you;

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for him,

I rely on his promise, my soul relies on the Lord
more than a watchman on the coming of dawn.
Let Israel rely on the Lord,

as much as the watchman on the dawn!

For it is with the Lord that mercy is to be found,
and a generous redemption;

It is he who redeems Israel from all their sins.

(The body is then lowered into the sea, or the ashes scattered)

It has pleased Almighty God to call our brother/sister from this life to



himself. Accordingly we commit his/her body (ashes) to the sea. Since
Christ, the first fruits of the dead, had risen again and will refashion our frail
body in the pattern of His glorious risen body, we commend our
brother/sister to the Lord. May he embrace him/her in his peace and bring
his/her body to life again on the last day.

May his/her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
Amen

PRESENT: The Our Father

Our Father, who art in heaven Hallowed by thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, As we
forgive them who trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil. Amen.

MASTER: Grant, O God, that while we lament the departure of this Your
servant, we may always remember that we are most certainly to follow
him/her. Help us to prepare for that last hour by a good life that we may not
be surprised by a sudden and unprovided death, but be ever watching that
when you call we may enter into eternal glory. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



